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A Living Man of History
An Interview with Mr. Ryohei Kamiya

Mr. Ryohei Kamiya was born on September
14, 1914, in Tokyo. Mr. Kamiya graduated from
Kanto Gakuin Chugaku-bu (High School) and its
Kotoshogyo-bu (Senior High School) in 1936. He is
still active now as playwright and tanka writer at the
age of 88. His main writings are Rainbow in the Keihin
Area, Rekitei (The Journey of History) and A Bullet
Train. He has written several dramas including New
Taikoki by Mr. Eiji Yoshikawa and A River without a
Bridge by Ms. Sue Sumii. The 3rd Yokohama Prize for
Literature was awarded to his writings in 1994.

He is also a bureau chief of SCM (Social Christian
Movement) Tokyo Branch, and a representative
of ‘Society of Nakahara-Ward (in Kawasaki City)
Citizens For the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons and
for Disarmament.’” Sanroku Tsushin (Christian
Socialism Newsletter) (100 numbers) were issued by
him as the chief editor, from 1983 to 1993.

About Professor James Howard Covell

Professor Covell had a good figure like a movie
star. Being a student at Chugaku-bu, Mr. Kamiya
was taught English Conversation by him. In 1933,
an international goodwill evening was held under
the auspices of Kanto Gakuin and Soshin Women’s
High School at Tenny Hall on the Miharudai campus.
The meeting was to promote goodwill between
foreigners living in Yokohama and students and
faculty members at both schools. The main persons
concerned were arrested by the special policemen,
because Japanese people were forbidden to make
contact with foreigners in those days.

That evening, a drama titled Irefuda by Mr.
Kan Kikuchi was enacted by students. Before the
performance, Professor Covell asked the student
playing Kunisada Chuji not to draw a Japanese
sword. But the student drew it, and then he closed
his eyes with his head between his hands and left the
hall. The students laughed at his cowardice. Later,
he and his wife were killed with Japanese swords by
the Japanese army. They heard that he was calm
and composed at his death.

Advice to Faculty members

Mr. Kamiya desires that Kanto Gakuin should
treasure education, cherish each and every one of
students, and that faculty members should show
great enthusiasm and set a good example for their
children. In his school days, the faculty members of
Kanto Gakuin certainly did so.
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