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One of Mr. Albert Arnold Bennett's Activities
STORY OF THE TIDAL WAVE.

The same year, in June, came the terrible Tidal
Wave. This was one of the most appalling disasters
that ever befell Japan. In a single hour over eight
hundred houses were demolished, more than twenty
thousand people Kkilled, and about three thousand
wounded. A striking evidence of the esteem and
confidence in which Mr. Bennett was held by the
foreign residents of Yokohama was their choice of
him as one of a committee of three to visit the re-
(The
other two members of the committee were also mis-
sionaries—Rev. J. G. Cleveland, Ph. D., and Rev. W. S.
Worden, M. D.) The three started, but two of them
were unable to remain long enough to complete the

gion devastated and distribute their charity.

survey of the territory, so it devolved on Mr. Ben-
nett to do this alone, and learn the real extent of the
need. The funds entrusted to him amounted to sev-
eral thousand dollars. In his memorandum he writes
—"“The articles to be purchased were decided by
the Committee as a whole. These were hemp, [con-
densed] milk, futon [bedding], boats. It fell to me
attend to their distribution.” The bedding was “to
be given to old men and women left without sup-
porters.” “The milk was declared a great boon in
the hospitals.” “All seemed grateful for the kindness
of Yokohama people.” “The bulk of the funds has
been expended in boats.” “The greatest loss was
sustained by fishermen, not by farmers.” “Until
boats are supplied, most able-bodied survivors are
unable to support themselves. A sad tale was told
me . .. of fishermen going to the shore and watching

abundance of fish only to turn back again in de-
spair.” (The hemp was for making nets.)

“Rejoiced to hear that the Sekko Maru was going
at last. Started. Went to sleep to awake an hour

and a half later and find we had returned to this

miserable O on account of mist and wind. It is
hard to be imprisoned here, but God knows what is
best. Spent much of the morning talking with Y—
——about maps and also about religion.” The next
day he writes: —“Still a prisoner, but trustful in the
wisdom of the heavenly Father. Did considerable
revising Analysis of Romans.” Next day,—"Another
well-nigh sleepless night, tormented with flees and
mosquitoes, but this morning got on the Sekko Maru
and, with joy in my heart and thanksgiving to God,
reached Shiogama.” Of the next night, spent in Mr.
Hamblen's home in Sendai he writes, “delightful bed
— no flees or mosquitoes.” He rendered exact ac-
count of all the money with receipts from those who
had been helped by it. The Japan Mail added this
note : —“Mr. Bennett has earned the gratitude not
of afflicted people of northeastern Japan only, but
also of the foreign residents of Tokyo and Yokohama
whose charitable contributions he has so carefully
distributed— Ed. J. M.”

For these services, and as representative of the
foreign community, he received from the Imperiral
Government a gold cup which he afterwards pre-
sented to his Alma Mater.
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N MEMORY OF
ALBERT ARNOLD BENNETT
AMERICAN BAFTIST MISSIONARY

Born in Philadelphia, April 16, 1849

Dicd in Yokohama, October 12, 1909
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That last line was felt by everyone to be the best

summary possible in few words of his rare and beautiful
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Summary of Dr. A. A. Bennett’s Article on Self-Support

Rev. A. A. Bennett is in charge of reports about the progress of dis-
cussions regarding “Self-Support” or becoming independent of the
ABMU. The current situation in 1908 is that each year, more and
more money is being requested of the American Board to support
salaries of pastors and evangelists, and churches. He says that the
problem involves differences in the point-of-view by Japanese and
missionaries. A Japanese Reference Committee (sodaniinkai) was
elected to review specific cases of salaries and bills of evangelists.
But, it could not successfully conclude the issues because there is a
misunderstanding regarding how much power and authority be-
longs to them and how much belongs to the missionary Reference
Committee (senkyoshiiinkai) .

(Summarized by Roberta Stephens, American Baptist Missionary)
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