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April 7, 1086

Pesr Friand,

nrdon me for the long, unjustifisble silence. Espeeially
1 a rry that T failed to reciprocate the sonsonal greetings
at the time of Chrisotmas 1285. 1 hope thia much belnted letter
will find you perfectly well and heppy in the nbundant blesaings
of the Almirhty Ood.

Now let me tell you what has hoppened to me in the past aix
manths. In enrly November '85 1 was in hospital for o couple
of weeks primnrily for treatment of my old disbetes. And while
there 1 want through » number of physiesl check-ups, snd the
doctors ¢rme to auapact that I wna affected by lung cancer.
I entered =
on o my right lun ac. ond had one third of it removed.
Im'\p!tul in enlled the Ketional Concer Center snd ia perhaps the
beat hoapltsl in this part of the werld so [ar as the. treatment
of cancer la concernad. The operation went amasothly (although
I understand It tonk more than [ive hours) and T have been re-
cuperating alow but stendy. I would 1ike to edd here that the
d re of thet Canter are nll top-notch experts on esncer and
Fore 1| hed not wn lotn of snxiety sbout my bedy getting
od. Aa 1 soid I was recupersting slow but steady, but
“Nobody knows what the future may hold in store.” Cuite an un-
ted thing hoppennd. The dectors gnve me parmission to go
nnd spend the year-end snd Kew Year's days with the family
to be preclss 30 fec. - % Jan.) But, strange oa it may asem,
omehow T didn't Feel like dolng so. 1 felt a 2-hour drive to
my¥ house was too exheusting to me. S0 my wife and I decided to
npend the flve deys in a nearby hotel. (Thenk God, that asved
ny 1ife'] ©n the nfterncon of Dec. 30 I moved to the hotal with
ny wife and son (it's only 3-minutes ride by taxi). We hed a
nimple dinner and 1 lay down on the bed rather anrly in the even-
F++ - THEN mll of » sudden I found myself diffieult of bresthing'
1 inhele and inhele, gasping for air, more air, but nir refuses
to Fill in my lunga. O that's an unbearable, sheer sffllction.
Py wife immedintely csalled the hospitsl and we went back thers
1 in pajamma and nlpht-gown). At [irst the nurses sesmed to
take it onay, but my diffiecult bresthing became worse ond worse,
and finnlly one of my doctors wes sent for. He put me under the
¥-ray mnd Cound out thot, believe it or not, my good (left) lung
wna auffering spontsnecus pneumothorax. Then he immedistely
eut open n little hole under m{ laft armpit and swelled the
shrunken lung sgain. Then breathing became essy snd I lived.
Tt was indeed s desth-snd-rebirth experience. Had T pone home
on that sftarnosn. T wonder whet would have become of me. How
eould T hn enched any hospital in three minutes? 1 thlnk
fod, in spite of the dfoctors, did not allow me to go home.
car any, in more then one sense, "It 1a good lor me that 1 hlw
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been nifllcted: thot T might learn thy atatutea"(Fa. 119:71),

4 unrrpected trouble [Doctors themselves were
a reacuperating fnirly well and 1 thoupht I'd
3 the hospital in mid-Jenusry, but the
"Although nll the vislhle esncerous
o « Tor the seke of meking sure we urge
5 a radioactive-reays trestment--for Five weeks.™
Which, of couras, I did. Then another trouble was found out
®t an unexpected plece--my right thigh bone. Part of it was
affected by nomething mallgnant--cancer sgaln! Thus I had
te po throuph flve-weeks cobalt 60 trestment. After mll these
troubles nnd trestments I wes finnlly dehospitalized on 23
I?chr‘llnr\' ks from this April T am going back te regulmr work
(the achool yerr bepins in April in Jepan, you kmow), but I
am not yrt my o aelf. 1 feel uncomfortsble pressure in my
breat (it uph an iron plote {a inserted there) which
eanily mak =of-breath. Worae than that, I ensnnot
wnlk ever middle of Jonusry. I cennot get around
\-)L'Ilc it the help of n wheelchalr or crutches. But, thank God,
ertninly petting better. 1 am expecting that in s morn.h
e nble to welw with my two legs slone without depend-
\ anything elae I nesrtily praise the Lord.

t'n the atory of my recent half yesr. T shall sppreciste
¥ much if you prev for my further recuperstion. May the
eond ford peent you heslth, prosperity, happiness, peace of

mind, snd all other good things!

Lova,
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overall work about CSL

- N
--the leading story in the Winter M
é.}oumgl;;is about half a dozen pages The Ccncdlon
& et Naols new book, CSL The Man
% and Wis'Horks. It is the first
éovera].l study of Lewis in Japanese; . .
and there is only one other--to the
best of my knowledge--overall study
of Lewis in non-English, and it is ing a év'?x':t;“&‘::;oz‘i?omm:; JOURNAL
by Dr Gisbert Kranz, which I plan Mary) Wamock in which she
to report on as soon as I can. thought there was somethiing shock-
(Fortunately Nick van der Gaag is inginthe factthat C.S. Lewisdidnot
fluent in German, & a neighbor). readnewspapers. Onthe contrary, 2§
Germany is a country of--at least qnilealo(lﬂlinkilwasnsymp?:g:‘f Novelist A.N. Wilson, 34
zstensibly—-mill';ons of Christians, ;mmywm,pm,lcxplmmo“ The Sundoy Telegraph
' for centuries and centuries, Japan, for — Lewis's luminous sanity. Telegraph Sundey ine 1984,
on the contrary--of its 100,000,000 e yH—" J
--contains only about ... one
million Christians. Where is the No.51 Summer 1985 3] 2°§'{'2:1,°};‘.7,‘3,‘:.".,.s

frow a French or an
Italian scholar, both
nations of millions of
Christians for centuries
and centuries.* Nonel
But this fine work on
CSL comes from Japan, a
nation--I repeat-~of only
one million Christians.

£Nao*sybook, Kay chose
‘the-feading for me: two
Swords: JAPAN TRIUMPHS,

#A perfect heading, I think.
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TWO CASES FOR CHRISTIANITY

TWO CASES FOR CHRISTIANITY

William I. Elliott

Does like attract like? Clive Staples Lewis and Naoyuki Yagyu saw eye to eye. In the final analysis
Lewis explored the route of intellectual Christian commitment and Yagyu—san unashamedly chose the time—
honored route of ‘blind faith,” so—called. What Lewis would have admired about Yagyu—san’s commitment
was the unabashedly cheerful leap of faith that did not ultimately hinge on intellectual justification and
what Yagyu—san admired about Lewis’s unashamed commitment was the rational case that Lewis built for
faith. There are at least those two routes to the same destination of faith.

With Naoyuki — and even more with his scholarly and ordained younger brother Nozomu — faith was a
frequent topic of conversation. It was not surprising that Naoyuki gravitated toward C.S. Lewis’s various
writings, for in numerous essays Lewis explored the meaning and relevance of, and the case for, Christian
faith. Bear in mind, too, his outstanding literary criticism. Thus when Naoyuki was in the process of
writing his appraisal of the work and career of Lewis it occurred to me that Lewis would be pleased to
know of Naoyuki’s work and, by the same token, Naoyuki would be pleased to know that Lewis was aware
of his — Naoyuki’s — work in progress. By way of wanting to surprise Naoyuki I wrote to Lewis and
enquired whether he would be able to compose a brief foreword for Naoyuki’s book. He replied in short
order that he was then hospitalized — with a broken leg? My memory fails me — and was thus indisposed
and not able to do that. But I showed his letter to Naoyuki and his eyes shone. He felt honored that Lewis
knew of his work, and so honored that he included a photo—copy of Lewis’s letter in the book when it was
finally published.

In speaking with Tatsuya Senuma-san in June 2011, I was surprised, as was Senuma-san, to figure out
that Yagyu—san died about a quarter of a century ago. I had thought it must have been ten or twelve years
ago. The miscalculation occurred because very few days have passed in these years when Naoyuki had not
popped into my mind. He is, that is, in some sense, still with me.

When I last spoke with him in the hospital in Tokyo disease and medicine had rendered him exhausted.
His beloved wife was there, barely able to hold back her tears. Here, I thought, are a man and a woman
who have ‘fought the good fight.” Following Naoyuki’s transition, I tried to find words for the deeper sense

of things. Poor though they be, they are in the elegy I wrote.

(Professor Emeritus, Kanto Gakuin University)
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IN MEMORIAM NAOYUKI YAGYU

IN MEMORIAM NAOYUKI YAGYU
(1920—1986)

William I. Elliott

The last leaf has fallen. We watched it zig-
zagging to the forest floor, spiraling

down onto the rich anonymity

of all of those who have fallen before;

and now every tree is bare, their bones black
with barrenness. Not one leaf remains and
no bird sings. Listen! The sound of nothing.

Horatio was lost in such a woods;

stood dumb in the leafless dumb woods and said,
“Now cracks a noble heart. Good night, sweet prince,
And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest!”

Hamlet floated down to the forest bed

and left Horatio bereft, bare as the trees

above, through which the sky looked down on him.

It was a dismal day in Elsinore;

a dismal day for Kanto Gakuin,

the trees as leafless as the birds are still.

Does Nature fall silent when princes die?

Birds do. And people. Grievers do not sing

but only stand numb, stunned in the dumb darkness
of their hearts, desolate in a desolate woods.

But Yagyu-san would say, ‘Don’t be too quick

to judge the woods by the silence of the birds

or by its empty trees and dead leaves. God

is not skin-deep, nor silence merely silence,

but a prelude to music. Look within!

New nubs of life have now begun to bulge,

and green in motion budge pall mall toward spring.’

By what he’d say we are not much relieved;
not much, but looking at the trees anew,
imagine them re-leaved, the whole deep lush
forest green, green with leaves and cockatoos.
We imagine. In the barren real woods

now, it is enough to know that buds nudge;
enough to catch the flutter of a small bird.

(Professor Emeritus, Kanto Gakuin University)

(This elegiac poem for Dr. Naoyuki Yagyu is reprinted from the Bulletin
(No0.50, 1987) of the Society of Humanities of Kanto Gakuin University.)
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