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Citizen of the World

Committed to nation-building and development of human resources, Kanto Gakuin
engineering graduate (1998) Katsuhiko Ohara now lives and works in South Sudan.

Part of a planning project for emergency support and infrastructure development for Malakal City in the Upper
Nile, Ohara helps rebuild devastated South Sudanese infrastructure and replace human resources drained by
long years of conflict.

After almost 2 years, countless issues still arise; problems of mutual understanding, prohibitions on travel, night
curfews, and shortages of basic supplies, but something as simple as communication with locals at a market
recharges Ohara’s sense of purpose.

Interested in international exchange from a young age, Ohara’ s days at Kanto Gakuin helped shape him into a
problem-solving professional inspired to help reconstruct a nation.
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Professor Hiroshi Yoshida, Department of Health and Nutrition, College of Human and
an irreplaceable experience with the power to open up their potential.

Environmental Studies, Kanto Gakuin University
This trip gives students, who often work part-time jobs to attend at their own expense, opportunities to learn the unique

agricultural station. The biggest task lies in adapting technology to challenging site conditions. Arriving at sites lacking
joy of giving

basic power or gas facilities, students learn to achieve their goals by changing their perspectives and methods—a

Yoshida' s students present seminars for local Ministry officials and agricultural experts, then conduct fieldwork at an
tremendously useful skill in wider society.

Professor Yoshida visits Myanmar annually with his students to offer agricultural guidance (at the request of the local

Ministry of Agriculture) for a new staple crop: a shiitake mushroom easily transported and dried.

The Joy of Giving
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One of Japan’ s preeminent trading ports, Yokohama long prospered through trade with the USA and

European countries. Raw silk (mostly exported via Yokohama, also home to many inimitably skilled silk printers)
was Japan’ s top export for many years. But hit hard by the rising yen in the 1980s, Japan's export industries

suffered and many venerable silk producers went bankrupt. The industry went into decline.
young people now seek to revitalize Yokohama'’s textile industry with innovative design and processing

However, Yokohama has a long history of rebirth after catastrophe—including earthquake and war—and many
techniques. Professor Yamazaki believes that intergenerational dialogue will lead the way to the future.

industry, Professor Yamazaki presented a public lecture on the topic in collaboration

Appointed by the Yokohama Economic Affairs Bureau to study the Yokohama silk
with Yokohama Walker and Kanto Gakuin.

A Tale of Yokohama
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